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2 Samuel 6:1 - 23

The ark had not been moved in a hundred years, ever since the Philistines had captured it and then sent it back after God had brought disaster to the Philistine cities. Perhaps the proper way to handle the ark had been lost in those years. It was not to be loaded on an ox cart, even a new one. It was to be carried by the Levites. If this had been done, the near accident that cost Uzzah’s life would not have happened. God’s instructions were ignored and that placed Uzzah in danger.

It may have taken David three months to find the answer to the death of Uzzah, something that he seems to have not understood. Also, God’s blessing of the family temporarily housing the ark was an assurance to David of the Lord’s forgiveness and permission to bring the ark the rest of the way to David’s capital to be reunited with the tabernacle after so many years.


Our relationship with God the Father through His Son is always one of great love. It was out of His love for us that God sent His Son to die for us. At the same time that we know God as our Father who loves us more than any earthly father can, we also need to remember that God is transcendent; He is not like us. God is not our “buddy” who will smile at our disobedience, slap us on the back and tell us that it really doesn’t matter anyway. We need to hold our God in awe and take seriously His word and work in our lives. Jesus died to purchase us from the power of sin and we honor our Lord and strive to obey Him in response to His work in and for us, and His gracious gift of eternal life that we have received at no cost to us, but at great cost to Him.
